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DETAILED ACTION 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 103 

1 . The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 1 03(a) which forms the basis for all 
obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set 
forth in section 102 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and 
the prior art are such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the 
invention was made to a person having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. 
Patentability shall not be negatived by the manner in which the invention was made. 

2. Claims 1-7, 9-10, 12-20, 22-26 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being 
unpatentable over Eggert et al (US patent 5,629,831 ). 

In regard to claims 1,6,14, 22-25, Eggert's device a modular device with a 
module (2) discloses a housing (see figs. 1-2) at least one module location at 15; at 
least one connection module arrangeable at the module location including a connection 
device; a contact means or connection lines at 1 9, 1 1 , 1 2, 1 4 connection module the 
contact means with guiding features for contacting with the opposing contact means at 
25 or 15; and an insulating means arranged at least of an end and longitudinal side at 
30 on at least one the contact means and the opposing means covering the contact 
means on at least one end of the longitudinal side at 30. The term "for" with 
accompanied term as also recited in the claim is a functional limitation and has not been 
given any patentable weight because it's narrative in form. In order to be given 
patentable weight, a functional recitation must be expressed as a "means' for 
performing the specified function, as set forth in 35 USC 112, 6 th paragraph, and must 
supported by recitation in claim of sufficient structure to warrant the presence of the 
functional language. In re Fuller, 1929 C. D. 172; 388 O. G. 279. 
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However. Eggert's device fails to explicitly disclose the arrangement of the contact. It 
would have been obvious to one having ordinary skill in the time the invention was 
made to arrange the contacts in certain fashion, since it has been held that rearranging 
parts of an invention involves only routine skill in the art. In re Japikse, 86 USPQ 70. It 
would have been obvious to one having ordinary skill in the time the invention was 
made to arrange the made to arrange the contacts in certain fashion in order to meet 
the system specification and requirement. 

In regard to claim 2, 15, 26, Eggert's device discloses the aforementioned 
limitations including the insulating housing base at 3 with the insulating bracket. 

In regard to claims 3, 5, 12-13, Eggert's device discloses the aforementioned 
limitations including the insulating housing base at 3 integrated means as a plug in the 
housing. 

In regard to claims 4, 16-19, Eggert's device discloses the aforementioned 
limitations including the integrated means as being parallel and perpendicular to the 
longitudinal side (see figs. 1-2). 

In regard to claims 7, 20 Eggert's device discloses the aforementioned limitations 

including the retaining means (see figs. 1-2). 

.In regard to claims 8 and 10, Eggert's device discloses the aforementioned 
limitations including the alignment or coding means (see figs. 1-2). 
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Response to Amendment 

Applicant's arguments filed with the amendment on 04/23/2008 have been fully 
considered but they are not persuasive. The claims do not define structural structure 
features that distinguish over prior art: For example, Eggert's device a modular device 
discloses a housing (see figs. 1-2) at least one module location at 15; at least one 
connection module arrangeable at the module location including a connection device; a 
contact means per connection module the contact means for contacting with the 
opposing contact means and an insulating means arranged at least of an end and 
longitudinal side on at least one the contact means and the opposing means covering 
the contact means on at least one end of the longitudinal side (see the above rejection). 
The term "for" with accompanied terms as stated above is narrative in form and does 
add any patentability the claims limitations. The arrangement of the module or contacts 
is considered as an obvious variation (see the above rrejection). 



.Conclusion 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Jean F. Duverne whose telephone number is (571) 272- 
2091 . The examiner can normally be reached on 9:00-7:30, Monday-Thursday. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, TC Patel can be reached on (571) 272-2098. The fax phone number for the 
organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571-273-8300. 



Application/Control Number: 10/542,027 Page 5 

Art Unit: 2839 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). If you would like assistance from a 
USPTO Customer Service Representative or access to the automated information 
system, call 800-786-9199 (IN USA OR CANADA) or 571-272-1000. 



JFD 

06/08/2008 



/Jean Frantz Duverne/ 
Primary Examiner, Art Unit 2839 



